[Neurofibromatosis and development of cancer in childhood].
Neurofibromatosis takes two major forms; classical or peripheral neurofibromatosis as described by von Recklinghausen, which accounts for more than 90% of the cases, and central or bilateral acoustic neurofibromatosis. The diagnosis is often postponed until adulthood, since the classical signs gradually appear during childhood and adolescence. It is a relatively common autosomal dominant disorder affecting about one in 3,000. At least 20% of patients will develop one or more complications associated with neurofibromatosis. One of the complications is the development of malignancies. Four children at our hospital developed different forms of malignant tumours arising from neurofibromatosis. We recommend that all patients suffering from this disease are evaluated in detail after the diagnosis has been confirmed and are followed up every six to 12 months. In this way complications may be discovered early and the necessary steps taken.